Metro Rejects Alexandria Line Shift
By Jack Eisen Washington Post Staff Writer
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¥lack squares indicate proposed stops along Metro
jine in Alexandria. Still to be decided is the fate of car
storage yard and shops Metro says it needs.
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Metro Rejects Alexandria Line Shift

By Jack Eisen
washington Post 8taff Writer

A proposal to move Alexan-
dria’s Metro line closer to the
downtown business district
has been rejected after a
year-long study that already
has delayed the start of serv-
ice on the line until 1977 at the
earliest, the Metro board was
told yesterday.

At its weekly meeting, the
board also voted to build a
subway line at Washington's:
eastern edge under Bast Capi-
tol Street instead of under
Central Avenue SE, as ap-
proved earlier. The ,,\chapge
proposed by the city:govern-
ment, still requlres a, public
heavlng v, w :
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controversial car- stora % 3‘}1‘#{5
remain to be decided by the
Council and the Metro board.
Because of the time already
lost and the time still needed
to design the route, service
originally scheduled to hegin
through Alexandria to Hun-
tington in Fairfax County in
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By Joseph Mastrangelo—-The Washington rost

Broken line shows proposed new route for Metro line -
along the eastern edge of the District to replace

‘the éarlier route planned along

‘September, 1875, cannot start
until at least Maréh 1977,
‘Metro general manager Jack-
son Graham reported.

. {Vhen“Ahe study began, Alex-

y;?dm fficials wanied the)
‘e mbbed from th inally '
S

‘approved location ngside.

gl Irederleksburg
h%bw{;})tgrﬁag Railroid: "tracks
onto a route farther ecast,
nearer downtown.

Last month, Metro officials
and city officials agreed, after
the year-long study, that the
RF&P alignment is still the
best and cheapest, and re-,

jected the business district. \

Central Avenue SE.

However, they left unde-
leided  where  Alexandria’s
northernmost station will be
located—just south of the
Monroe Avenue bridge across
the RF&P, or just north of the
nearby Braddock Roead under-
pass bencath the tracks. Both
would serve Del Ray and adja-
¢ent neighborhoods.

Since the Monroe Avenue
location would require a sec-
tion-of subway costing several
million dollars, Graham said
Metro officials favor the Brad-
]cloek Road site.

Also unresolved is the fate
of a car-storage yard and
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maintenance shop  Metro
wants to put on the Alexan-
dria Scrap Co. properiy near
the Capital Beltway. The scrap
company and the city oppose
this plan. Graham said yester-
day that there is no other
place to put the yard if service
is to start in 1977.

The relocation of two miles
of the eastern Washington line
would shift the route eastward
from Benning Road {rom
under narrow, meandering
Central Avenue to the wider,
straight East Capitol Street.
On the new alignment, the
subway would he tunneled by
machine, eliminating disrup-
tive cut-and-cover construction
required along Central Ave-
nue.

Under the new plan, about
20 to 30 homes at the south-
east corner of Southern Ave-
nue and East Capitol Street,
just inside Prince George's
County, would be demolished
to provide parking at the Capi-
tol Heights station.




